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May 23, 2011    Not for public release 
 
Dr. Christopher Wild 
IARC 
150 Cours Albert Thomas 
69372 Lyon CEDEX 08 
France 
 
 
Dear Dr Wild, 
 
With regard to the forthcoming IARC evaluation of the carcinogenicity of RF fields, we are 
writing because we have been disturbed by the way in which it appears that selection of 
participants and decisions on conflicts of interest may have been made. Specifically, that this 
may have been made in ways related to the scientific views of the potential participants and 
to the perceptions of journalists or pressure groups. We recognize that it is necessary for 
IARC to include within such groups individuals with all varieties of scientific views and to 
exclude individuals who are genuinely conflicted for financial or personal reasons. It is of 
course for IARC, not for outside individuals to make these difficult decisions. It appears, 
however, that in the current circumstances, there has been an unbalanced exclusion of 
certain individuals for reasons of ”possibility of perceived conflict of interest” while others 
whose conflicts are more than a matter of “possible perception”, but who have not been 
drawn to attention by the media, remain in the group. While we understand that the 
possible carcinogenicity of RF is a contentious topic, it would be most unfortunate if the 
perceived handling by IARC of this issue were to damage the trustworthiness and respect in 
which the Monograph process is held by the whole scientific community. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Hans-Olov Adami, Professor, Harvard School of Public Health, USA 
Sven Cnattingius, Professor, Department of Medicine, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden 
Anders Ekbom, Professor, Department of Medicine, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden  
Maria Feychting, Professor, Institute of Environmental Medicine, Karolinska Institutet, 
Sweden  
Adele Green, Professor, The Queensland Institute of Medical Research, Australia 
Henrik Grönberg, Professor, Department of Medical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
Karolinska Institutet, Sweden 
Per Gustavsson, Professor, Institute of Environmental Medicine, Karolinska Institutet, 
Sweden 
Per Hall, Professor, Department of Medical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Karolinska 
Institutet, Sweden 
Gunnar Johanson, Professor, Institute of Environmental Medicine, Karolinska Institutet, 
Sweden 
Susanna Lagorio, National Centre for Epidemiology Surveillance and Health Promotion 
National Institute of Health, Italy 
Isabelle Lagroy, Head of the Bioelectromagnetics team of the IMS laboratory (CNRS-UMR 
5218), and associate professor at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, France 
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Patricia A McKinney, Emeritus Professor, University of Leeds, UK 
Olof Nyrén, Professor, Department of Medical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Karolinska 
Institutet, Sweden 
Nancy Pedersen, Professor, Department of Medical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
Karolinska Institutet, Sweden 
Göran Pershagen, Professor, Institute of Environmental Medicine, Karolinska Institutet, 
Sweden 
David Savitz, Professor, Brown University, Providence, USA 
Karl Schulmeister, PhD, Seibersdorf Laboratories, Austria 
Anthony Swerdlow, Professor, Institute of Cancer Research, UK 
Paolo Vecchia, Former Research Director in the Department of Technology and Health, 
National Institute of Health (ISS), Italy 
Alicja Wolk, Professor, Institute of Environmental Medicine, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden 
 
 
cc. Chair of IARC Scientific Council Dr. Edgar Rivedal 


