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TV News on Mobile Phones &
Health (Seven Videos)

April 10 ... Showson cell phoneradiation areall over the TV news—
at least in Australiaand Europe, if not the U.S.

One theme that runs through many of these programs is impa-
tience over theddaysin the publication of thel nter phoneresults. Ina
Swiss documentary, aired on March 31, Christopher Wild, the new
head of | ARC, expresseshisconcern over thereputation of IARC and
saysthat he looks forward to its completion “in the coming months.”
Elisabeth Cardis, thehead of I nterphone, concedesto that same Swiss
TV reporter that Interphone isindeed taking along timeto finish (see
“InterphoneProject: TheCracksBegin To Show”). A few daysear-
lier in an unrdated e-mail, Cardis stated that the results would be sub-
mitted for publication “in the coming weeks.”

In early April, on consecutive nights, two maor news magazine
showsinAustralia, each aired adetailed, hard-hitting report on cancer
risks. “Scientists Speak Out on Maobile Phone, Cancer Link” by
Ticky Fullerton of the Australian Broadcasting Corp.’s Lateline and
“Wake Up Call” by Liam Bartlett of ninemsn’s Sxty Minutes. Both
programsinclude interviewswith Rodney Croft, the head of theAus-
tralian Centre for Bioeffects Research (ACBR) in Mébourne, who
maintainsthat there are no cancer risks associated with mobile phones
(seeds0” Céell PhoneLink to Tumors?—‘WeDon't Know'"). Here's
what Croft told Lateline:

There redlly has been alot of research done to date and the re-
search has very clearly shown that there aren’t any effects. With
children, | really don’t think that thereis any evidence suggesting
that this might be a problem. There isn't anything to suggest that
we may haveto be alittle bit more cautious.

A little later, Croft acknowledges that he has himsalf seen non-
thermal effects of GSM radiation in hislaboratory:

WEe ve been exploring effects on mobile phones on very subtle
changesto brain function. We have been finding reliable changes
inaparticular frequency of brain activity called the alpharhythm.

When Fullerton follows up and asks, “Why isit such aleap of faith to
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think that if there’sabiologica change, that that might not
be ahedth impact?’, Croft maintainsthat the only known
effects are thermal and suggests that a piece of wood may
present a greater risk to the brain than a cell phone:

| think oneof thereasonsisthat the only known mecha

nismfor interactionisheating. But we must remember
that it's also possible that holding a block of wood to
your head, which is going to increase the temperature
by morethan the radiofrequencies, could cause aprob-
lem.

Bruce Armstrong, an epidemiologist who is coordi-
nating Australia’'s Interphone group, declined to be inter-
viewed by Lateline. Instead, the program ran clips of his
talk at an ACBR conference where he advocated precau-
tion because of the possibility of atumor risk following
long-term use of a mobile phone (see our report). Croft
doesnot agree. “1 certainly do not believethat itisasstrong
aswhat [Armstrong] would think,” hetells Fullerton.

Here arethe detailsfor seven recent videosfrom Australia
and Europe, with the most recent firt:

April 3in Audralia: “Wake Up Call” (in English, in-
cludes transcript, 14 minutes). Thisis largely a profile of
John Bryant, who blames his brain tumor on cell phones.
His neurosurgeon, Charles Teo, says: “If the question is
do | believe that mobile phones can cause brain cancer?
Theanswer isyes, | do.” Teo dsogivesthiswarning: “I'm
incredibly worried, concerned, depressed at the number of
kids I'm seeing coming in with brain tumors. Mdignant
brain tumors. Just in the last three or four weeks I’ ve seen
nearly half a dozen kids with tumors which really should
have been benign and they’ve all been nasty, maignant
brain tumors. We are doing something terribly wrong.”

April 2in Australia: “ Scientists Speak Out on Mobile
Phone, Cancer Link” (in English, includes transcript, 20
minutes). In addition to interviews with ACBR'’s Croft,
Fullerton also talks to Devra Davis of the University of
Pittsburgh, neurosurgeon Vini Khurana, Colin Roy of
Austrdia sradiation protection agency (ARPANSA) and
MicrowaveNews LouisSlesin. Inthecourseof her research,
Fullerton discovered that ARPANSA had neglected to cite
the fact some Interphone studies have seen alink between
long-term use of cell phones and theincidence of brain tu-
mors (gliomas) on its Web site—much like Anders
Ahlbom’s committee report to SSI (now called the Swed-
ish Radiation Safety Authority), ARPANSA’s Swedish
counterpart, did last year (see our March 14, 2008 post).
ARPANSA has now acknowledged this omission and in-
cludesit onits\Web site.

March 31 in Switzerland: “Waves: You Are Sur-
rounded” (in French, 29 minutes). In addition to
Interphone’s Cardisand | ARC’sWild, thereareinterviews
with Swedish oncologist and epidemiologist Lennart
Hardell, Mirjana Maoser of the Swiss Office of Public
Hedth, and MichéleRivad, thevicepresident of Criirem,
an activist group. Two noteworthy sequences: (1) measure-
ments of RF levelsfrom amobile phonein various settings
(e.g. in the city, in the country, in atrain or car), and (2)
footage from an | EEE/I CES meeting, with background
music (“Jumpin’ Jack Hash™) fromtheRolling Stones, taken
from a Norwegian TV documentary, “ A Radiant Day”.
(Thisvideo, first aired last year, is available with English
subtitles—some of the interviews are in English. Empha
sson RF exposure standards and el ectrosensitivity. Among
thoseinterviewed: | gor Belyaev, C.K. Chou, EvaMarkova,
Gerd Oberfeld, John Osepchuk, Ron Petersenand Mike
Repacholi.)

March 28in Belgium: “Is GSM Radiation Harmful or

Please Help Keep Microwave News On the Web

We now accept contributions through credit cards and PayPal on our web site.

Enclosed is my contribution of
[0 $25.00

[0 $50.00 [ $100.00 [1$250.00 0O $500.00 [ $1,000.00 0 Other$__

Suggested Contributions: Individuals $50-$100; Corporations and Institutions $250—-$500.

Microwave News, 155 East 77" Street, Suite 3D, New York, NY 10075, USA
®: +1(212) 517-2800, Fax: +1 (212) 734-0316; E-mail: <info@microwavenews.com>

MICROWAVE NEWS April-June 2009


http://www.cancerresearch.med.usyd.edu.au/members/profiles/brucea.php
http://www.microwavenews.com/Armstrong.html
http://sixtyminutes.ninemsn.com.au/article.aspx?id=797215
http://www.neuroendoscopy.info/theoIntro.asp
http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2008/s2533725.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2008/s2533725.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devra_Davis
http://www.brain-surgery.us/about_the_author.html
http://www.who.int/peh-emf/project/mapnatreps/australia/en/index.html
http://www.arpansa.gov.au/
http://ki.se/ki/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=16569&a=39871&l=en
http://ki.se/ki/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=16569&a=39871&l=en
http://www.microwavenews.com/nc_marapr2008.html#SSI
http://www.arpansa.gov.au/mobilephones/index.cfm
http://www.tsr.ch/tsr/index.html?siteSect=311201&storyId=10519908
http://www.tsr.ch/tsr/index.html?siteSect=311201&storyId=10519908
http://www.designwire.co.uk/clientarea/rrt/speakers.php#lennart_hardell
http://www.designwire.co.uk/clientarea/rrt/speakers.php#lennart_hardell
http://www.bag.admin.ch/themen/strahlung/00043/01475/02643/index.html?lang=de&xlang=de
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michele_Rivasi
http://criirem.ouvaton.org/spip.php?article245&lang=fr
http://www.ices-emfsafety.org/
http://www.nrk.no/programmer/tv/brennpunkt/1.6292981
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/eten/cf/user_new/partnersearch.cfm?mode=view&username=igbel&cancel=cancel_partner
http://www.ices-emfsafety.org/bio_chou.php
http://www.salzburg.gv.at/themen/gs/gesundheit/abt9wirueberuns/umweltmedizin_wir_ueber_uns.htm
http://www.almexperts.com/ExpertWitness/process_servers/expert/5161976.html
http://www.ansi.org/meetings_events/WSW06/finegan.aspx?menuid=8
http://www.icnirp.net/cv.htm#Repacholi
http://www.icnirp.net/cv.htm#Repacholi
http://www.canvas.be/extra/html/page_view_video.html?f=http://media.vrtnieuws.net/2009/03/213801704ONL0903311590308_urlFLVLong.flv%20&keepThis=true&TB_iframe=true&height=550&width=650
http://www.canvas.be/extra/html/page_view_video.html?f=http://media.vrtnieuws.net/2009/03/213801704ONL0903311590308_urlFLVLong.flv%20&keepThis=true&TB_iframe=true&height=550&width=650

Not” (in Flemish with many interviewsin English, French
and German, 44 minutes, to access the Web site of the TV
station where this show first appeared, click here). Inter-
viewswith Belgian researcher Dirk Adang, VITO’sGil-
bert Decat, Green Party Member of the Flemish Parlia-
ment Rudi Daems, Sweden’s Hardell, Brussels Minister
EvelyneHuytebroeck, AugridsMichae Kundi and Gerd
Oberfdd and GSM Association’s Jack Rowley, as well
asanumber of men and women who are electrosensitive.

March 28in France: “ M obile Phonesand Towers: Dan-
ger?” (in French, 19 minutes). Interviews with Francoise
Boudin, director of the Health and RF Foundation and
David Servan-Schreber, aneuroscientist at the Univer-
sity of Lyon. Includes a panel discussion with André
Aurengo, a member of the Academy of Medicine, Pierre
Bouvet, acardiologist and environmentalist, and Nathalie
K osciusko-M orizet, aminister with responsibility for the
development of the digita economy.

March 28 in France: “Waves That Shock” (in French,
30 minutes). Mainly on cell towers. Interviews with
Aurengo, Oberfeld, Rivas and Servan-Schreiber, as well
as with Jean-Marie Danjou of the French Association of
MobileOperators, MartineHour s, thehead of the French
Interphone team, Pierre Le Ruz, president of Criirem,
Gérard Ledoigt, who has investigated the effects of RF
ontomato plants, Thierry Philip, acancer researcher, and
Cindy Sageon behalf of the Biol nitiative working group.

March 17 from European Parliament TV: “ACTI ON:
M obilePhoneHealth Threat Should Not Be Waved Off
Lightly” (in French and Italian, with subtitles in al EU
languages, 15 minutes). Features an interview with
Frédérique Ries, amember of the European Parliament
from Belgium, who drafted areport on EMF health risks
adopted by the parliament, and an accompanying resolu-
tion.

Doubts About Electrosensitivity

April 25 ... Isit possible that the precautionary principle
could do more harm than good? Could the mere sugges-
tion of ahealth risk bring on effectsthat it wasintended to
avoid? Such a phenomenon is known as the nocebo effect
and has been much discussed in relation to EMFsin gen-
eral and eectrohypersensitivity in particular. For a cogent
analysis of al this, check out Stuart Blackman's “\Why
Health Warnings Can Be Bad,” in today's Financial
Times Weekend magazine.

Blackman quotes JamesRubin of KingsCollegeLon-
don: “Thereisno robust evidence that thereisadirect link
[ between reported symptoms and EM Fg], and thereisrea
sonably robust evidence that there is no link.” Rubin be-
lieves that the symptoms are real, but the causes are psy-
chologica rather than physiological. Rubin wasaspeaker
at last September’sconference, “ ‘EM F & Health—A Glo-
bal 1ssue —Exploring Appropriate Precautionary Ap-
proaches.” Seedsohispaper: “ Electrosendtivity: A Case
for Caution with Precaution.”

A caseinpoint: Last Sunday, the Journal de Dimanche,
aleading French newspaper, reported on the Dubas fam-
ily whose apartment in the Paris suburbs faces three mo-
bile phone antennasingtalled by Or ange, a unit of France
Telecom. Thomas Dubas said that he gets a metallic taste
in his mouth when the antennais transmitting; meanwhile
his five-year-old daughter developed a bloody nose and a
neighbor complained of headaches. A spokesman for Or-
ange responded that while the company was sympathetic
with the local residents, it could not be held responsible
because the antennas had not yet been activated, according
to the Web site Silicon.fr.

Here are Blackman's provocative closing words of
caution:

Lega cases brought against mobile phone companies

IARC Director Forces Publication of
Interphone Brain Tumor Results

May 11, 2009
For thefull Sory, pleasegoto http://microwavenews.com/InterphoneWild.html.
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by people who bdlieve that the € ectromagnetic radia-
tion given off by their handsetsismaking themill might
havefailed, but cases brought against those who issue
health warnings, on thegroundsthat it exacerbatesill-
nessthrough the nocebo effect, might prove more suc-
cessful. At least they would have some scientific evi-
dence to support their claims.

Using a Cell Phone in an Elevator

May 15 ... Thereare many reasons not to use acell phone
inan elevator. The most obviouswould be asacourtesy to
other passengers. Another isthat aphonehastowork harder
in a shielded space. It's forced to operate at higher power
levelsfor the signdl to get out and reach the nearest tower
and that leads to more ambient radiation in the elevator.
What most cell phone users would never consider is
that afellow passenger absorbs some of the radiation that
would otherwise bounce back off the walls. It turns out,
according to some new cd culationsfrom Japan, that alone
user can get amaximum exposure of about 1.6 W/K g, 80%
of the| CNIRP standard (2W/K g). But be advised that ex-

posures could exceed the current U.S. FCC standard by a
wide margin, under worst-case conditions. (Thisisarare
—no, uniqgue—example of an American EMF standard
being stricter than thosein other countries.) The FCC limit
isaveraged over only 1gof tissueand, asJim Lin, amem-
ber of |CNIRP, has often pointed out, increasing the aver-
aging volume from 1g to 10g could triple the dlowable
radiation exposure (see MWN, N/D0Q, p.3).

These new findings appear in the May issue of the
| EEE Transactionson Microwave Theory and Techniques.

What about the passenger? Here again, the exposure
would be just a brief elevator ride. But, if you believe the
work from Lund University in Sweden, even those pas-
sve, or second-hand, exposures could lead to biological
changes. Lund'sLeif Salfor d haslong reported that he sees
stronger effectsin the brain at low, not high, radiation lev-
els. When everyone else is talking about W/Kg, Saford
speaksin terms of mMW/K g, exposures that are athousand
timeslower. Atlast month's5th I nternational EMF Semi-
nar in Hangzhou, China, Salford explained why heiscon-
vinced the microwave effect on the blood-brain barrier is
red: “We ve consistently seen it over 21 years.”

Interphone Brain Tumor Paper
Has Been Submitted

May 28... Christopher Wild, the director of the
International Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC), announced today that the I nter phone study
has been submitted for publication. An advisory,
“ Statusof thelnter phone Study” has been posted
on the IARC, CREAL and UICC Web sites. Wild
does not say to which journal the paper was sent.

AsMicrowave NewsreportedonMay 11, thesub-
mitted manuscript only addresses brain tumor (glio-
mas and meningiomas) risks from mobile phones.
Still to be completed are the analyses for acoustic
neuroma and parotid gland tumors, as well as for
tumor location relative to RF radiation exposure.
Wild states that, “Work is on-going to prepare sub-
sequent manuscripts for publication.”

Swiss RF Survey:
Ten Times More Exposure

June3... Inthemid-1970s, theU.S. EPA sentavanaround
the country to survey RF levelsin variouscities, aswell as
from high-power sources such asradio and TV broadcast
antennas, radars and satdllite uplinks. The agency gener-
ated atrove of reports which describe the electromagnetic
environment beforethewire essrevolutiontook hold. Some
members of EPA’s RF group continue to work on health
issues —Norb Hankin is still at the EPA, Ed Mantiply
moved over to the FCC some years ago—but the EPA
vanislonggone. No oneinthe U.S. isdoing these types of
radiation surveys anymore.

The good news is that a Swiss team has now com-
pleted its own set of RF measurements, which take into
account the proliferation of wireless sources. The new sur-
vey isbased on exposure profilesof 166 residentsof Basdl,
atown with apopulation of just under 200,000. It's part of
alarger project, caled “ Qualifex” led by Martin Roodi
of the University of Basel and sponsored by the Swiss Na-
tional Research Program on Non-lonizing Radiation, known
as NRP57. The results are in a new paper that has just
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been published in Environmental Research.

Overal, thesurvey found aroughly tenfold increasein
overall RF exposuresin Switzerland compared to the lev-
els found by the EPA in the U.S. It provides some addi-
tiona insights: Yes, mobile phones and towers are major
contributors to overall exposure, but so are cordless
(DECT) phones, asisriding on atrain or abus. Airports
may be hot zonestoo. The DECT finding could turn out to
beaproblem for theforthcoming | nter phonestudy, which
gives cordless phones short shrift. As for passive or sec-
ond-hand RF exposures, their contribution can be impor-
tant in confined spaces such as on public transportation

(see M ay 15 post).
Here's some of what they found, in their own words:

“Exposure levels were high in trains, tramways and
buses, with a high contribution of mobile phone hand-
sets. Thiswas not only due to calls by fellow passen-
gers but also due to the hand-overs during the journey
of mobile phone handsets from one base station to the
next. Exposure to mobile phone handset radiation in
public transport was only dightly lower for persons
not owning amobile phone, showing that passive mo-
bile phone exposure plays an important role in these
situations. We found also high exposure levels at air-
ports, but analyses were based on relatively few mea
surements (5hin totd), and these results should there-
forebe confirmed in future studies. Thelow exposures
measured at churches and school buildings are ex-
plained by the infrequent use of mobile phone hand-
sets at these places. Similarly the lower exposure dur-
ing night compared to daytime is explained by the
smaller contribution of mobile phone handsets. Con-
siderable exposure contrasts were a so found between
individuals. Explanationsfor thisinclude differencein
exposure at home or at work from fixed site transmit-
ters (mobile phone base stations or broadcast transmit-
ters) and from wireless devices (mobile phone hand-
sets, DECT phones, W-LAN) and different life styles

resultinginmoreor lessfrequent staysat locationswith
high exposure levels. Although mobile phone uplink
wasthemajor exposure sourceat most of thelocations,
mobile phone base stations and cordless phones con-
tributed substantially to total exposure.”

BEMS’ Bad Joke

June 15... EMFs are hat. People are interested again and
thingsare happening, at least for the moment. Here' ssome
of what's going on:

* The French government is stepping up its effortsto limit
the use of cell phonesby children. It'snot just talk. Minis-
ters of State are now involved. Legidation and regulation
areinplay. Publicinterest in France hasnever been greater.
An example: Sciences et Avenir, amajor French science
magazine, devoted a specid “dossier” on EMFs: What
You Really Need To Know in the May issue. It runs 21
pages, in color.

* A Congressiona briefing on cell phones and health risks
is scheduled to be held in Washington in mid-September.
Senator Arlen Specter, a brain tumor survivor, is dated to
participate. Thiswould bethefirst timeaU.S. senator has
publicly expressed interest in RF radiation since the 1992
hearings on radar guns (see M\WN, S/092). “It'stheright
time and we' re going to make it happen,” one of the orga-
nizerstold Microwave News. Meanwhile, two large-circu-
lation nationa magazines, GQ and Harper’s, have com-
missioned festure articleson EMFs.

* After a decade of work—and lots of internecine squab-
bling—the Interphone study team hasfinally been submit-
ted itsresults for publication. The director of IARC him-
sdlf orchestrated itsrelease from aperpetual state of limbo.

The Conceits of Setting EMF Standards:
AustraliaTo Triple Its Limit to 3,000mG
June 11, 2009

For thefull Sory, pleasegoto http://www.microwavenews.com/EM FConcetshtml
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We hear the paper is under expedited review. Everybody
wants to see the paper but no one expectsit to settle much
of anything. The disputeswill just move out into the open.
If the Interphone epidemi ol ogists spent three-to-four years
fighting over how to explain the tumor risks, the public
debate will surely befierce. Also, don't forget that much of
the Interphone data has yet to be analyzed.

Againg this backdrop, the Bioelectromagnetics Soci-
ey (BEMYS) is holding its annua conference in Davos,
Switzerland, thisweek. A 90-minute dot was left open on
Friday, thelast day of the mesting, for a“Hot Topic,” to be
announced at the last minute to be as topica as possible.
What did the organizers pick?—"“When Do We Know
Enough To Stop Research on the Safety of Wireless
Communications?”

It could be the punch line of abad joke. A society that
is supposed to be dedicated to research suggests it might
well be time to give it up. In poker, it's called a“tell.” It
tells you what's really going on. “ Stop the research” isan
industry mantra—another is, “the weight of the evidence
showsthereisno cancer risk” —and BEM S isall toowill-
ing to play along. BEM S has always had a schizoid rda
tionship with research. It is one of the few research societ-
iesthat rewards those who don't find effects and runs out
thosewho do. Nowonder the society’ sfutureviability isin

doubt.

That same Friday, theleadersof BEM S and the Euro-
pean Bioel ectromagneticsAssociation (EBEA) will meet
to discuss the possibility that the two groups might join
together. Right now, that seems unlikely, as neither side
wantsto lose contral.

We suggest adifferent model: a“Big Tent” approach.
Not only should BEM S and EBEA merge, but they should
seek dliances with al the other groups that work in the
field: Thosewho work onvisiblelight, on bone and wound
healing, on deep, on hyperthermia, on cancer therapy, on
pain control, on animal magnetism, on avian navigation
and so on. These are al part of bioelectromagnetics and
only an integrated approach will lead to answers. The one
problemwith thisconcept isthat it would meanthat BEM S
would have to shrug off the influence of the wireless in-
dustry and the military, which now dominate the society.
That's not likely either, we know.

Alsoonthat sameFriday, June 19, theNew York Acad-
emy of Sciences(N'YAS) isholding aone-day conference
on Circadian Disruption and Cancer . Among the speak-
erswill be David Blask, Russdl Reiter and Bugs Stevens,
former regularsat BEM S mesetings. It'stimeto lurethem
and other serious scientists back into the fold. The only
way to do that isto commit to research, not repudiate it.
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